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National Statistician’s Data Ethics Advisory Committee

Application for Ethical Review
	Please consult the guidance document before filling in the application form


Project Title 
Please provide a title indicative of the project
	 


	Start Date:
	    
	End Date:
	 


	Project Sponsor(s)

Please list the project sponsor(s)

	


Project Summary

Please provide a brief high-level summary of the research, giving necessary background information
(max. 250 words)
	


Section A
Project Details

	A1
	Legal gateways 


Please provide the assessment of the legal gateways of the project as provided by Legal Services 

	


	A2
	Ethical approval


	Has the project been reviewed or is it expected to be reviewed by another ethics committee? (please delete as appropriate)

	Yes/No

	If Yes, please provide the name of the committee, the review date, and the outcome below

	


	A3
	Proposed site of research 


Please provide information about where the research will take place, including detail of where any data linkage and/or data analysis will be conducted
	


	A4
	Data subjects to be studied


	Does the study include all subsections of the population? 

(i.e. all ages, sex, ethnic groups etc.) (please delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No

	If No, please detail which subsections with justification(s) below:

	Subsections of the population (including vulnerable groups) the project focuses on:



	Justification for focusing on these subsections or groups:





	A5
	Research methodology and protocol

Please provide details of the research protocol or methodology (e.g. data linkage, web scraping etc.) (max. 500 words)

	
	

	


	A6
	Data use

Please specify the data used by the research team including any timeframes e.g. LFS data 2014-15


	Type of data
	Data Level

Please specify the name of the dataset

	
	Aggregate Data
	Identifiable Data
	De-identified personal data
	Anonymised/ pseudo anonymised

	Administrative data  
(please specify, e.g. Patient Register 2011, School Census 2012 etc, in the relevant options adjacent)


	
	
	
	

	Big Data 

(please specify e.g. Twitter data, smart meters and mobile phones, in the relevant options adjacent)


	
	
	
	

	Survey Data  

(please specify e.g.LFS, BRES, etc in the relevant options adjacent)


	
	
	
	

	Census Data 

(please specify year, e.g. Census 2011 in the relevant options adjacent)


	
	
	
	

	Other 

(please specify e.g. Ordinance Survey Address register in the relevant options adjacent)


	
	
	
	


Section B
Assessment against NSDEC ethical principles
	B1
	Principle 1: The use of data has clear benefits for users and serves the public good.

	
	Please outline the proposed benefits of the project (max. 500 words)

	


	B2
	Principle 2: The data subject’s identity (whether person or organisation) is protected, information is kept confidential and secure, and the issue of consent is considered appropriately.

	
	Please outline how data security, confidentiality and informed consent is safeguarded in this project (max. 500 words)

	


	B3
	Principle 3: The risks and limits of new technologies are considered and there is sufficient human oversight so that methods employed are consistent with recognised standards of integrity and quality.

	
	Please describe how the any risks from new technologies are been mitigated as well as any quality assurance activities in the project (max. 500 words)


	


	B4
	Principle 4: Data used and methods employed are consistent with legal requirements such as Data Protection Legislation
, the Human Rights Act 1998, the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 and the common law duty of confidence

	
	Please describe the legal frameworks pertinent to this project (max. 500 words)

	


	B5
	Principle 5: The views of the public are considered in light of the data used and the perceived benefits of the research

	
	Please list any public engagement activities (max. 250 words)

	


	B6
	Principle 6: The access, use and sharing of data is transparent, and is communicated clearly and accessibly to the public

	
	How will the findings of the research be disseminated? (max. 500 words)

	


	B7
	Future use of products

Please outline any intended future use for products (such as linked datasets or tools) produced as a result of the research and how they will be accessed (max. 250 words)

	
	

	


	B8
	Collaboration and Sponsors


Please describe the project sponsors and the legal gateways to acquire, process use and share their data

	List of Collaborators/Sponsors
	Details and relevant documentation relating to collaboration (you may attach copies of relevant documentation)

	
	

	
	

	
	


Section C 

Responsible owner and applicant details

	C1
	Responsible Owner


	Full Name:  
	Position:  

	Address:  
	Email:  

	
	Telephone:  

	
	Organisation:  


Declaration to be signed by the responsible owner

I have met with and advised the applicant on the ethical aspects of this project design (applicable only if the responsible owner is not the Applicant).

I understand that it is a requirement for all researchers accessing the data to have undergone relevant training and to have either relevant security clearances or accredited/approved researcher status in order to access the data. 

I am satisfied that the research complies with current professional, departmental and other relevant guidelines.

I will ensure that changes in approved research protocols are reported promptly and are not initiated without approval by the National Statistician’s Data Ethics Advisory Committee. 

I will provide notification when the study is complete if it or fails to start or is abandoned. 

I will ensure that all adverse or unforeseen problems arising from the research are reported in a timely fashion to the National Statistician’s Data Ethics Advisory Committee. 

I will consider all advice received from the National Statistician’s Data Ethics Advisory Committee and should I be unable to implement any of the recommendations made, I will provide reasoning in writing to the Committee. 

	Signature:
	
	Date:
	 

	
	
	
	

	C2
	Applicant Details (if applicant is not the responsible owner)


	Full Name:  
	Position:  

	Address:  
	Email:  

	
	Telephone:  

	
	Organisation:  


� “Data Protection Legislation” means the full, applicable data protection framework as set out in the Data Protection Act 2018. This encompasses general processing (including the General Data Protection Regulation and the applied GDPR).
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