THE RT. HON. STEPHEN TIMMS MP
House of Commons Tel: 020 7219 4000
London SW1A 0AA Fax: 020 7219 2949

Labour Member of Parliament for East Ham

Sir David Norgrove
Chair, UK Statistics Authority
1 Drummond Gate
London SW1V 2QQ
2 June 2020

Dear Sir David

[ have today received the following written answer to a parliamentary question, which I
tabled on 20 May:

Question:

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people were given
leave to remain in the UK subject to the no recourse to public funds condition in
2019. (49575)

Answer:

Kevin Foster:

The information you have requested is not assured to the standard required by ONS
for publication and as it would be too costly to do so, we are unable to provide it.

The answer was submitted on 02 Jun 2020 at 13:47.

I found this answer puzzling. What would be involved in assuring the single number I asked
for “to the standard required by ONS for publication”? How costly would this be? Do you
regard this as an acceptable reason for declining to answer such a straightforward question?

Thank you for your help.

Yours sincerely,
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STEPHEN TIMMS MP
Chair, Work and Pensions Select Committee

Electronic mail: timmss@parliament.uk Web: http://www.stephentimms.org.uk



