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Research Project Accreditation 

Example Application 

Background 

To access secure research data in a safe setting provided by a Accredited Processor, 

researchers must submit a research project or exploratory analysis accreditation application. 

This can be done in parallel with the Accredited Researcher application process.  

This example application is designed to be used alongside the Research Project 

Accreditation Application Guidance, also available on the UK Statistics Authority website. 

This guidance provides researchers with examples of how best to complete a Research 

Project Application Form, to be assessed by the Research Accreditation Panel. The 

examples below are taken from two research projects that have been submitted to the 

Research Accreditation Panel, whereby they were accredited and allowed to proceed.  

This guide provides specific detail on what the Research Accreditation Panel expect from 

research project applications that are submitted for accreditation. The guide has pinpointed a 

number of sections of the research project application form where particular detail is 

required. Researchers should use the examples and guidance provided in this document 

when completing research project applications. Researchers that require further support 

with research project applications should contact their associated accredited data 
processing environment.

https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-access-to-data-for-research-information-for-processors/list-of-digital-economy-act-accredited-processing-environments/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-research-information-for-researchers/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/DEA_Research_Project_Application_Guidance_v1.1.pdf
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/DEA_Research_Project_Application_Guidance_v1.1.pdf
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/research-accreditation-panel/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-access-to-data-for-research-information-for-processors/list-of-digital-economy-act-accredited-processing-environments/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-access-to-data-for-research-information-for-processors/list-of-digital-economy-act-accredited-processing-environments/
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Sticking to this word limit 

is key. The research 

project abstract may be 

published on the public 

register of research 

projects. 

Write all terms out in full 

on first use, then use 

acronyms after. 

Specify your research aims, 

including a clearly defined 

hypothesis (or 

hypotheses), or research 

questions to be answered. 

Ensure all research questions 

in a single project application 

are directly related. Unrelated 

research themes undertaken by 

the same researcher must be 

presented in a separately 

submitted research project 

application. These project 

applications will be considered 

separately. 



Page 3 of 6 
V.1.2 

 

 

Clearly justify why you require 

access to legally protected data. 

If applying for access to multiple 

datasets, explain how these will 

be used together to address your 

research aims. 

Specify the methods of 

analysis you plan to use

(such as  regression, logistic, 
proportional odds, cluster, 
etc). If you are proposing a

non-standard methodology, 

provide methodology 

references. The level of 

detail provided should 

enable an experienced 

researcher to understand 

the type of model, how bias 

is being addressed and what 

is likely to constitute an 

important effect.  

Indicat e the starting point 

for the research and/or

modelling process.

Include statistical tests that 
are likely to be used and 
the types of models to be 

employed. Include an explanation of 

how your methodological 

approach will answer the 

research questions set 

out in the project. 

Demonstrate how the 
quality of the data 
requested and the 

methods used will lead to 
valid conclusions.

Articulate the outcome or 
dependent variables (such as 

binary, categorical with levels, time 
to event, continuous, multiple 

events, change over time, etc.)
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Provide enough details 

about the various data 

you wish to access to 

allow them to be 

unambiguously 

identified, including 

the years of the data 

you wish to access. 

Remember not to use 

acronyms.  

If you intend to bring in 

other data into a secure 

environment, be that 

publicly available or 

secure data, you 

should describe the 

data, its source and 

who the owner is. It is 

important to detail all 

data you wish to use, 

as subsequent 

requests for 

additional data may 

require further 

consideration by the 

Research Accreditation 

Panel. 

Ensure you have included 

all datasets you are 

requesting access to. 

Subsequent requests for 

additional data may require 

further consideration by the 

Research Accreditation 

Panel. Ensure requested 

time period of the datasets 

are proportionate to your 

research questions and 

outcomes. 

Ensure the project application 
specifies which regions of the 

UK are within scope of this 
research, which is supported 
by geographical scope of the 

datasets requested
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Explain why you are applying for access to legally protected 

data. Provide detail on the additional insight this data 

will provide that publicly available data cannot give you. .

Explain why you have applied for data at the specific level 

you have requested. Provide detail on why aggregate data 

would not be sufficient.    
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Only complete the 

public good 

statements that apply 

to your research 

project. 

Provide as much detail as 

possible about how your 

analysis will provide a 

public good, including 

references to specific 

policies or decisions that 

you anticipate the 

research will provide an 

evidence base for. 

Key aspects 

Population Coverage: Who will 
likely benefit (e.g., are the benefits 

focused on a particular group within 
society or will they impact the 

population as a whole?).

Type of Impact: The overall way in 
which you are contributing to public 

value (e.g., are you primarily 
influencing decision-making, service 

delivery or policy development, or 
focused more on extending 
understanding, replicating, 

validating, challenging or improving 
statistics or research?). Remember, 

public good can be achieved by 
doing just one of these things or all 

of them.

Impact Strategy: What practical 
steps might you take to ensure that 
the research is seen, and that the 

public good of the research is 
realised?

Scale of Impact: The likely size of 
the public benefit that you expect to 
achieve (e.g., is this work potentially 

influencing a policy that will have 
substantial social or economic 

impact?).

Ensure you demonstrate how 
the research project serves 
the public interest as set out 

in the Research Code of 
Practice and Accreditation 

Criteria. Public interest 
should be articulated in a way 

that meets the required 
standard, the UK Statistics 

Authority’s Centre for Applied 
Data Ethics has produced 

guidance for researchers to 
support with the articulation 

of the public good of a 
research project.

Please visit the website for 
further guidance.

https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/considering-public-good-in-research-and-statistics-ethics-guidance/pages/5/#pid-key-aspects-to-focus-on
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